SOVIET UNDERSTANDING
of ethical notions and the enormous power of the
human will over the material and human environment
will come more and more to be recognised and
expressed in deeds.
What of the influence of the Soviet world upon the
lands of capitalism outside? Again, the immediate
probability of war must be set aside in order that
implications may be examined rationally. Perhaps by
the time this book reaches the public we shall be
fighting, in which case these remarks will have only
antiquarian interest. Yet I propose to make them,
nevertheless.
I suggest that, in future, our views of the Soviet
Union will undergo a subtle change, a change already
appearing in many ways. The memory of bloodshed
and savagery slips inevitably into more and more
distant memory, and the image of a new kind of
society, whose very prosperity is very rapidly catching
up with our own, will fix itself tightly in the mind-
Instead of the Left Wing person in the West showing an
inevitable tendency to falsify the facts when comparing
the standards of living of Western and Soviet workers,
it will be the Right Wing person who will find himself
in this position. At the present moment the Leftist is in
the position of having to say: ccYes, it is true that the
standard of living of the Soviet workers is lower than
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